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Amendments to the claims: 

Please amend claims 9, 13, 1 5 and 19 as follows: 

1 (previously presented) A double locking mortise joint comprising: 

(a) a first member having: 

i) a first mortise being formed generally perpendicularly with respect to an axis 
of said first member, said first mortise having: 

1 ) a gusset top extending generally perpendicularly outward with respect to said 
axis of said first member; 

2) a head bottom opposite to and generally parallel to said gusset top, said head 
bottom is shorter in length than said gusset top; 

3) a first mortise end being generally pmllel to said axis of said first member 
and connecting said gusset top and said head bottom; 

ii) a first contact surface and a second contact surface next to said first mort ise 
end; 

(b) a second member having: 

i) a second mortise having two opposing sides being generally parallel to eiich 
other, and a second mortise end connecting said two opposing sides; 

ii) a top surface and a bottom surface next to said second mortise end; 
whereby said first member and said second member are rigidly and snuggly yet 
removably joined together at the first mortise and the second mortise by fitting said 
gusset top and said head bottom between said two opposing sides of said second mortise, 
such that said head bottom extends onto said lop surface, said gusset top extends onto 
said bottom surface, and said two oppiising sides extend onto said first contact surface 
and said second contact surface, and 

wherein said first mortise further comprises a first mortise comer and a second 
mortise comer, said first mortise comer being located between said first mortise end and 
said head bottom, said second mortise corner being located between said first mortise end 
and said gusset top, and at least one of said two mortise comers is rounded. 
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2. (previously canceled) 

3. (previously canceled) 

4. (previously canceled) 

5. (previously prx^sented) The double locking mortise joint of claim 1 , wherein botli of 
said two mortise corners are rounded. 

6. (original) The double locking mortise joint of claim 1 , wherein said first member is a 
table leg, and said second member is a comer of a tabletop. 

7. (oTiginal) The double locking morUse joint of claim 6, wherein said first member further 
comprises an inner side and an outer side, said inner side and said outer side being 
substantially parallel to each other. 

8. (original) The double locking mortise joint of claim 7, wherein said inner side and said 
outer side have a same curvature. 

9. (currently amended) A double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop connections 
the joint comprising: 

(a) ono or mofe a table leg a, oach of said one or moro table leg s having: 

i) a first mortise being formed generally penpendicularly with respect to an axis 
of said tabic leg, said first mortise having: 

1 ) a gusset top extending generally perpendicularly outward with respect U» said 
axis of said table leg; 

2) a head bottom opposite to and generally parallel to said gusset top and :jaid 
head bottom is shorter in length than said gusset top; 

3) a finst mortise end being generally parallel to said axis of said table leg and 
connecting said gusset top and said head bottom; 

ii) a first contact surface and a second contact surface next to said first mortise 

-3- 

PAGE 4113 ' RCVD AT 6/24/2004 2:20:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXIV-2IO ' D^^^ 



^2 



■jUN-24-2q04 THU 11:15 AlWF LAW GROUP FAX NO. 1082868932 P. 

PATEN T 

Application No.: 09/997.494 
Customer No.: ;M943 

end; 

(b) onoormoro a tabletop edg. .. i^ u o h uf l iu i d one o f m nr . t - ^H etefr^ having: 

i) a second mortise having two opposing sides being generally parallel to each 
other, and a second mortise end connecting said two opposing sides; 

ii) a top surface and a bottom surface next to said second mortise end; 
wherein said table leg and said tabletop edge are rigidly and snuggly yet removably 

joined together at the first mortise and the second mortise by fitting said gusset top and 
said head bi)ttom between said two opposing sides of said second mortise, such that said 
head bottom extends onto said top surface, said gusset top extends onto said bottom 
surface, and said two opposing sides extend onto said first contact surface and said 

second contact surface, and 

wherein ene three or more of said joints support a tabletop without any further 
supporting structural members or connections existing below a horizontal plane which 
lies at the joining of the tirst mortise and second mortise ^each table left of each i . o int 
hpin p indeoendpntlv and sep g rnt^lv removable from every other table leg . 

10. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to 
tabletop connections according to claim 9, wherein said first mortise further comprises a 
first mortise comer and a second mortise comer, said first mortise comer being located 
between said first mortise end and said head bottom, said second mortise corner bedng 
located between said first mortise end and said gusset top, and at least one of said iavo 
mortise corners is rounded. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 10, wherein both of said two mortise corners are 
rounded. 

1 2. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 9, wherein the table leg has a height dimension longer 
than both a width and depth dimension of the table leg combined. 
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13. (currently amended) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connection.^ according to claim 9, wherein e ath o f auid one o r mo re the table lcg[[sl] 
further comprises an inner side and an outer side, said inner side and said outer side 
being substantially parallel to each other. 

1 4. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 13, wherein said inner side and said outer side have a 
same curvature. 

1 5. (currently amended) A double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections the joint comprising: 

(a) one or more actable leg s, each of oaid e nc or more table lego having: 

i) a first mortise being formed generally perpendicularly with respect to an axis of 
said table leg, said first mortise having: 

1 ) a gusset lop extending generally perpendicularly outward with respect to 

said axis of said table leg; 

2) a head bottom opposite to and generally parallel to said gusset top, said 
head bottom is shorter in length than said gusset top; 

3) a first mortise end being generally parallel to said axis of said table k:g and 
connecting said gvussct top and said head bottom; 

ii) a first contact surface and a second contact surface next to said first mortise end; 

(b) e nc or me fe a.tabletop edgesr eu c-li o f ao id on e of more tabl ot op e d g^^ s having: 

i) a second mortise having two opposing sides being generally parallel to each other, 
and a second mortise end connecting said two opposing sides; 

ii) a top surface and a bottom surface next to said second mortise end; 
wherein said table leg and said tabletop edge are rigidly and snuggly yet removably 
joined together at the first mortise and the second mortise by fitting said gusset top and 
said head bottom between said two opposing sides of said second mortise, such that said 
head bottom extends onto said top surface, said gusset top extends onto .said bottom 
surface, and said two opposing sides extend onto said first contact surface and said 
second contact surface, and 
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wherein a tablctop is supported aad stabilized only by the^ three or more joints 
and table lej^ without any additional support pieces. 

1 6. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 15, wherein said first mortise further comprises a fn si 
mortise comer and a second mortise comer, said first mortise corner being located 
between said first mortise end and said head bottom, said second mortise corner being 
located between said first mortise end and said gasset top, and at least one of said two 
mortise corners is rounded. 

1 7. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 16, wherein both of said two mortise corners are 
rounded. 

1 8. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 1 5, wherein the table leg has a height dimension longer 
than both a width and depth dimension of the t able leg combined. 

1 9. (currently amended) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 15, wherein each of said one or more the_table legs 
further comprises an inner side and an outer side, said inner side and said outer side 
being substantially parallel to each other. 

20. (previously presented) The double locking mortise joint for table leg to tabletop 
connections according to claim 19, wherein said inner side and said outer side have a 
same curvature. 
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